'k“ Journal of Engineering Mathematic33: 353-376, 1998.
'. © 1998Kluwer Academic Publishers. Printed in the Netherlands.

The manufacture of continuous smelting electrodes from
carbon-paste briquettes

A.D. FITT*and P. D. HOWELR
1Faculty of Mathematical Studies, University of Southampton, SO17 1BJ, U.K.
2Mathematical Institute, 24—29 St. Giles, Oxford OX1 3LB, U.K.

Received 25 July 1997; accepted in revised form 4 March 1998

Abstract. Continuously consumed electrodes are used in the manufacture of ferro alloys, aluminium, silicon
metal and calcium carbide. The raw material for the electrodes is a carbon paste which is normally added to the
electrode in large solid sections. The option of manufacturing such electrodes from small paste ‘briquettes’ is
examined with respect to an industrial experiment used to predict the quality of a briquette-formed electrode. It is
shown that successful predictive models may be formulated using a two-phase slow-flow approach. Consideration
is also given to the briquette manufacture of Persson and Bruff electrodes, two different commercially important
devices for the production of silicon.
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1. Introduction

Continuous electrodes are widely used in electric smelting furnaces. Although this technology
was developed originally in the early part of this century, changes in it have been pioneered by
the Norwegian company Elkem ASA who have become the acknowledged leaders in this field.
The purpose of such electrodes (of which there are a number of different types — see below
for further details) is to conduct currents of up to 150,000 Amps to the centre of a smelting
furnace or Hall-Héroult cell, thereby providing the energy required to produce aluminium,
silicon, calcium carbide or ferroalloys. A schematic diagram of the process is shown in Figure
1. (In most commercial furnaces three such electrodes are used.) During a typical process the
electrodes (together with any metal casing or other sort of housing that may be present) are
consumed at a rate of aboubOn/day and are normally charged by adding large (typically

1 m high cylinders of diameter up to 1 m) blocks of raw material to the top of the electrode.
Central to the issues that will be discussed below is the raw material that makes the electrodes,
which will hereafter be referred to as ‘paste’. This is a mixture of binder (tar and pitch) and
calcined anthracite. The anthracite particles are present in a wide size range and may have
dimensions of anything between a number of microns and a few millimeters. Solid at room
temperature, the paste starts to soften at aroun@ 80d flows when the temperature reaches

80 C. The effective viscosity of (standard Sagderberg) paste reaches a minimum value at about
200-250C, after which it increases with temperature as the anthracite particles begin to react
and bind. At around 40 the paste viscosity increases rapidly and the electrode ‘bakes’,
becoming solid at 50@. At 1000C the bake is complete. During the baking the strength

of the electrode is increased greatly and its thermal conductivity is improved by a factor of
between two and four; the electrical conductivity is increased by orders of magnitude, so that
an insulator is transformed into a conductor.
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of a typical continuous Figure 2. Experimental device for measurement
electrode smelting furnace. of briquette density.

At present, the self-baking continuous electrode is used successfully throughout the world
(for further details see [1]). One important aspect of the procedure that has been identified
as an area where design improvements could be made, however, concerns the recharging of
the electrode. Presently large sections are used to replenish the electrode above the furnace.
Although the charging of a S@derberg electrode is a fairly easy process, for the Persson elec-
trode (see Section 4 for a general description of this electrode) it is not possible to apply
cylinders for replenishment. Only one alternative to section replacement has seriously been
considered; instead of using large sections of paste for electrode replenishment, ‘briquettes’
(small bricks of paste of typical dimensions %06 x 4 cm) may simply be added to the
top of the electrode. As the briquettes gradually progress downwards towards the furnace,
the increase in temperature causes them to flow, the air in the gaps between the briquettes is
expelled, and a self-baking electrode is formed.

Full-scale electrodes charged with briquettes have been tested and are currently in oper-
ation; however, a great deal of further information is required concerning this new process.
Some initial investigative experiments have taken place with apparatus similar to that shown
in schematic in Figure 2. The piston in the device is loaded with a ma$a7 = 31 kg in
the Elkem experiments carried out so far) and the experiment takes place in a low-powered
oven where the temperature is held constant at abotCL0the piston and the sides of the
container are perforated so that air can easily escape but molten paste cannot. Over a period of
5—6 hours the position of the top of the piston is monitored, allowing the effectivgéste
+ air) paste density to be measured.

The main purpose of the current study is to propose models for the experiment. Although
ultimately the aim is to understand the paste melting and baking processes that occur in full
sized electrodes, it is anticipated that information gained from the experiment will be impor-
tant in determining the details of briquette production. A good qualitative and quantitative
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understanding of the experiment via mathematical modelling is therefore required. The main
requirements of a theoretical approach to the problem are:

(a) that any resulting models should be predictive, but fairly simple in nature;

(b) that the important parameters in the problem should be clearly identified;

(c) that the time scales for the melting of the briquettes should be determined and;

(d) that models should possess the potential to be ‘scaled up’ for application to commercial
electrodes.

In any mathematical study of the the experiment, two factors are immediately evident. First,
the key property that must be measured and predicted is the final void fraction of the paste/air
mixture after the paste melts. When subsequent baking takes place, the electrical conductivity,
mechanical strength and hence the final quality of the electrode depend a great deal upon the
guantity of voids that have been ‘baked in’. Second, it is clear that the process involves two-
phase flow, the interaction between the phases being of importance. It will transpire that many
simplifications may be made to the general equations of motion; for this reason we take a
rather general initial approach to the two-phase flow problem in order that the status of each
simplifying step be clear.

2. Two-phase flow modelling

We begin by setting up a two-phase flow framework that will allow us to examine both the
experiment and full-sized electrodes. Although subsequent simplifications will be made, the
two-phase equations will be posed in some generality, so that the assumptions involved in the
modelling may be clearly understood. We label the air and paste phases 1 and 2, respectively.
The general picture is then of a network of pores which slowly fill with melting paste as the
temperature increases and close as the paste is compressed. The three-dimensional equations
of two-phase flow may then be written (see [2])

(01p1)r +V - (aprus) =0, 1)
(a202): + V- (a2p2uz) =0, (2)
(@1prur) +V - (@rprugug) = V- (@u(T1+ TT9) + a1p1 g + M, €)
(c2p2u2); + V - (a2p2uz2u2) = V - (a2(T2 + T5®)) + 02028 + M2, (4)

(1prer); + V - (rpruser) = a1 T1: Vg — (x1p1V-uy) — V- a1(q; + ¢79
+ayp1r1 + E1 + a1 Dy, 5)

(@2p2e2) + V - (@2p2uzer) = aaT2:Vuy— (x2p2V -ub) — V- aa(qy + q5°)
+oap0r2 + Eo + ao Do, (6)

In these equations (in which it has been assumed that there is no interphase mass exchange)
represents volume fractiai; + o2 = 1), p andu denote density and velocity, respectively,
and a prime indicates fluctuating quantities, whitsand TR® denote respectively the stress
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and Reynolds’ stress. (Standard tensor notation has been used here4oRhat A ;; B;;.)
The gravity vector is given by, M denotes interfacial momentum sourgeand ¢~€ are,
respectively, the energy and turbulent energy fluxes,ane) is the phase indicator function
which takes the value 1 ¥ is in phase and zero otherwise. The ternts and D, are, respec-
tively, the interfacial heat source in phals@nd the dissipation in phage whilst » denotes
energy-source terms. The pressure and internal energy are giyearime, respectively.

It is important to note that the two-phase flow equations given above (which have become
the recognised starting point for models of many different two-phase flow regimes) are posed
entirely in terms oensemble averagedariables. Although space does not permit a full dis-
cussion of such averaging procedures (which may be carried out in many different ways; see,
for example [2]), we generally define the ensemble avetgyef a field f (x, t) by

() = /M Fx.1:8) dm(@),

wherem (&) is the probability of observing the resgliand M is the set of all such results. Put
crudely, this approach consists of adding the results from a number of different experimental
observations and dividing by the number of observations. The details of the averaging need
not concern us, but it is worth remembering that the variables in the Equations (1-6) have
complicated definitions. For example, = (x), or = (epe)/{ax) andu, = (xrp )/ {(xip).

It is therefore dangerous to interpret the averaged variables in a pointwise manner so that, for
example, if it transpires that a componenua$ less than zero, this does not necessarily mean
that all the air particles have a negative velocity.

It is now necessary to invoke closure assumptions to derive a closed model from (1—
6). In the momentum equations, we assume that the Reynolds’ stress terms are negligible,
(subsequent estimates will show that all the relevant Reynolds numbers are small) the gravity
vector is given by = —g k (wherek is a unit vector in the-direction) and that

Tv=-pl+w, @=mVut+Vu)),

whereu; denotes the dynamic viscosity of phdseThe termsM, represent the interfacial
forces arising from stresses on the interface. It has become normal (see, for example [3]) to
write

My = piiVor + M, (k=12),

where py; is the interfacially averaged pressure of phasand the terms\, contain all

forces that are related to drag, virtual mass and any other unsteady flow effects that might
be important. If we ignore all such effects except for the interphasellyagxerted on phase

i due to phasg, we find that the momentum equations become

(oxpr i) + V- (rprtp ) + o Vpr =V - (o T) — arprg k
+ (Pki — pr)Vag + Dy

and it now only remains to deal with the energy equations. Much modelling and discussion is
required here if the job is to be done carefully and many alternatives are possible. We prefer
to adopt a simple approach, assuming that the interfacial heat sources and the dissipation are
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both zero (both these assumptions may have to be reviewed in some circumstances, since
the chemical reactions that bake the paste may provide extra heat sources and the viscous
dissipation may be nonnegligible under some circumstances). We assume (consistent with the
momentum equations) that fluctuation terms may be ignored, and neglect bulk, interfacial and
dissipative energy sources. Then, using the Fourieglaw —k, VT, whereT is temperature

(as distinct from the tensor quanti#) and k; is the thermal conductivity of phage and

ex = ¢ T, Wherec, denotes the specific heat at constant pressure, we find that the tree-
dimensional ensemble-averaged two-phase flow equations may be written

(@1p1); + V- (a1p1u1) =0, (7)

(a2p2): + V - (a2p2u2) =0, (8)

(arpru), +V - (arprusug) +a1Vps
=V (au1(Vur+ (Vu)") —a1pigk + (pr; — p1)Vou + Dig, 9)

(a2p2u2); +V - (a2p2upuz) + a2V p)

=V (opp2(Vuy + (Vup)")) — azpag k + (p2i — p2)Vaa + Do, (10)
(a1p1cpiTh) + V- (@rpruscpiTy) = a1 T1:Vuy + V- (ki VTy), (11)
(a202¢p2T2); + V - (20220 p2T1) = a2 T2: Vup + V- (ko VT), (12)

The Equations (7—12) may be thought of as the basic two-phase flow model, and we may now
further simplify these using some dimensional analysis pertinent to the particular experiment
that is being analysed.

We scale pressures witln, U,/ L, and time withL,/U, whereU, and L, are a typical
speed and length scale in the paste flow. In the equation (10) for the paste momentum, the
ratio of inertial to viscous forces is thus given by

UsL
Rez='02 2 2.
2

Reasonable values for these parameters seem pg be 1570 kg/ni, U, ~ 1 cm/hour and
(basing the length scale on the typical dimensions of a briquétte} 5 cm, so that, even
when a paste viscosity value pf ~ 10* kg/s/m (almost certainly a gross underestimate —
see later discussion on paste viscosity) is assumed, we find that

Re, ~ 2 x 1078,

Evidently, under normal circumstances the viscous and the pressure terms in the equation
must be retained, and, since the ratio of gravity to viscous forces is given by

gravity, _ pagl?

- - ~ 10’
viscosity,  uaUs /12
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and i, in S.1. units ranges in order of magnitude front* 16 1%, the gravity term cannot
normally be neglected. As far as the interfacial pressure term (which assumes such importance
in many two-phase flows) is concerned, we note that it seems likely that the bulk and interfacial
pressures will be almost identical in both phases. This term is thus ignored. In the gas momen-
tum equation, we scale, with u,Us/ L, length and time withL., andL,/ U, respectively, and

u1 with a typical gas velocity/; say. Using a typical gas viscosity, = 2 x 10~° kg/m/sec,

we find that the (dimensionless) ratios of inertial to pressure force, pressure to viscous force
and gravity to pressure forces are given, respectively, by

inertiag Uip1L, 0-050; pressurge Uz Su;
pressure W2 wo viscous  uiUp; 36U

gravity,  pigl3 9x 10°
pressurg  uoUs wa

Inertia is therefore negligible also in the gas momentum equation, gravity may be ignored and
the pressure forces are many orders of magnitude larger than the viscous forces, largely as a
result of the very small value of the viscosity ratig/u,. Surface tension is also ignored in

both equations as a simple order-of-magnitude argument suggests that it will play a nontrivial
role only when the pore radius is less then about @ Finally, the interfacial pressure in the

gas equation is assumed to be equal to the bulk gas pressure.

The two temperature equations require some careful analysis: in the experiment the tem-
perature range is abot7 = 80°C and the thermal conductivity of paste varies between
about 2 and 3 W/m/K. We sét = Tp + ATT, (whereT, is a typical reference temperature),
pi = naUzp; /Lo, x = Lox, u; = Uou; andr = Lt/ U, and find, on dropping the bars and
simplifying, that

(a1p1¢p1T1); + V - (@1p1¢p1 u1Ty)

U2 \V 4 U2 al/t]_l' + 8I/tlj 31/!1,'
= ——0u U —
AT L, P2y AT Gax, ™ ax ) oy

+ V- (01k1VTy), (13)

LyU,

(a202¢,2T2); + V - (a202¢p2 u2T2)

U2 \V 4 U2 al/tzl' + 8u2j 31/!2,'
= - o “u —x
AT Ly 2P 12T A @22 G ™ o ) o
+ ! g (a2kaVT) (14)
L4 .
L2U2 2K2 2

Using the typical valuep; ~ 1 kg/n¥, c,1 ~ 10° J/kglk,ky ~ 3 x 10-2 W/m/K, along with

U, ~ 2:8x 1078 m/s andL, ~ 0-05 m as before, we find that the terms on the left-hand side of
(13) are about 19 whilst the first two terms on the right-hand side have orders of magnitude
7 x 10 "z and 7x 10~ g, respectively. Finally, the diffusion term is aboutx210°. The
diffusion term is therefore dominant for physically realistic values of the viscosity. In (14), the
conclusions are similar when typical valuescgf ~ 900 J/kg/K,k, ~ 2-5 W/m/K are used,
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the only difference being that now the left-hand side is comparable to the diffusion term and
must be retained.

Finally, assuming that the densities in both phases are constant (the densities and thermal
properties all change by small amounts over the the temperature ranges that are to be consid-
ered; these effects could be included if required) and writing for simplgity: o, oy = 1—«
andD = D,; = — D15, we find that the two-phase flow equations reduce to

o+ V- (auy) =0, (15)
—o, +V - (1—a)uy) =0, (16)
aVpr=V - (apa[Vus + (Vuz)']) — ppagk + D, (7)
(1—a)Vp; =—D, (18)
0=V-((1-a)kVT), (19)
(@pacp2T2) + V - (apacppuals) = V - (akyVTy). (20)

The Equations (15—-20) will form the basis of models for both the Elkem experiment and
real electrodes. We note immediately that the system is not closed, since it involves more
unknowns than there are equations. To close the system we need a constitutive relation for the
interactive dragD, and a relation betweep; and p,. We make the simplifying assumption

p1 = p2. Although for inertia-dominated flows setting the phasic pressures equal to each other
may be dangerous and lead to ill-posed problems, (see, for example [4]), for flows where the
viscosity is dominant it is known that this is normally a reasonable assumption. (Controversy
rages about the correct closure condition for two-phase flows, but it has become common
practice to sejp; = p, in the absence of any conclusive evidence to the contrary.) For the
drag D we observe the following scalings. If

u; ~ Uy, x ~ Ly,

then
uNUNOtUz » U
1 g 12 L,

and assuming Poiseuille/Stokes drag,

_opauy
R2

D
whereR is a typical pore radius. Hence, after nondimensionalisation (18) reads
Vpi~ 22— (21)

Sinceus/ur < 0(1071%), we can take

p1 = const (22)
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at least until the pores shrink to the point il — «)/L, ~ 107°. Hence in this regime,
(hereafter referred to as ‘Reginipwe obtain a closed system fat u, and7> in the form

o+ V- (xuy) =0, (23)
V- (apalVuz + (Vux)']) = pagk, (24)
(ap2cp2T2); + V - (@pacppu2Tz) =V - (ak2VT). (25)

(Once (23-25) have been solved,andT; may be calculated if required from (16) and (19).)

The above model may not hold for all stages of the process, since it aldeéncrease
indefinitely. In practice, whea reaches some critical valug, say, the pores close off to form
isolated packets or bubbles of air. Once this has occusr@@dnnot change, since the air is
unable to escape, and the problem reduces to

o =, (26)
V.ou, =0, 27)
Vpo=ac V- (uaVuz + (Vux)']) — poacgk, (28)
(02¢p2T2): + V - (p2cppu2T2) =V - (k2VT3). (29)

We denote this regime bigegime 1]

The transition between regimes | and Il is complicated and unlikely to be easy to analyse.
We therefore neglect the details of the transition and simply assert that Regime | applies
wheneverr < «., and switch to Regime Il as soon @aseaches..

Some of the physical assumptions inherent in (23)—(25) and (26)—(29) merit further brief
discussion. In particular, we note that, though the briquettes are in mutual contact and are
contained within an external vessel, the model reflects the fact that the liquid phase is quite
unable to support a pressure gradient. In contrast to the familiar case say of a single phase
fluid occupying a container and subject to a pressure gradient (hydrostatic, for example)
but at rest everywhere, the internal air gaps present do not permit a solution with a non-
trivial pressure gradient and zero velocity. Of course, when regime Il is reached and the air
gaps close off to form isolated pores, the physical nature of the mixture is changed; now a
pressure gradient can be supported and a hydrostatic pressure solution with zero velocity is
possible. Finally, it is worth adding that many refinements could be made to the basic model:
for example, the current assumption that the air and paste pressures are equal everywhere on
the paste/air interface could be replaced by the more accurate condition that the normal stress
is continuous. Submodels would then have to be developed to characterise the dependence
of pressure upon interface geometry. Related more detailed submodelling could also be used
to allow the critical void fractionx, to be predicted rather than regarded as known; if more
experimental information concerning the pore geometry becomes available, then this will be
pursued.

3. Analysis of the experiment

In the Elkem experiment, a cylinder of radiug= 8-5 cm) is filled with paste briquettes, with
an initial paste fractiowo (= 0-45), up to an initial heighL (=30 cm). A masf (=31 kg) is
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then loaded onto the top of the piston and the cylinder is heatEgd 0 100°C. As air is forced

out by the weight of the loaded piston and of the paste itself, the mass moves downwards. Its
position is plotted against time, and from this the average density of the air/paste mixture
is deduced. It is observed that the density calculated by this method asymptotes to around
1430 kg/nt, whereas the density of raw paste at such temperatures is about 1570 Kigém

final density is thus about 91% of that of pure paste; this correspongsréderred to earlier

and we shall thus take. = 0-91 in all numerical results given below. It might be argued that
‘predictions’ of the experimental data should not use this result as it comes itself from the
experiment: however, it is a parameter that is likely to be a property of the paste itself rather
than the experiment. We therfore regatdas a ‘known paste property’.

3.1. THE FULL PROBLEM

Clearly the full problem, governed by (23)—(29) is a formidable one. Not only must coupled
partial differential equations be solved, but either one of two regimes may be present. Since
our main aim in this study is to acquire a qualitative understanding of the process, we consider
some obvious simplifications, rather than embark on a full numerical study of the problem.

3.2. ONE-DIMENSIONAL ISOTHERMAL MODEL

The simplest approach is to model the flow in the experiment as one-dimensional, with the
fluid velocity u, = w(z, t)k. We first consider the isothermal case in which the paste has
constant viscosityr, and so the temperature variations in the experiment are irrelevant for the
purposes of effective mixture density calculation. We nondimensionalise using

MgL o 2rwais -

=Lz, s=1Ls§, w = w, t, 30
e 2n a2 Mg (30)

where the moving top of the experimeme(the bottom surface of the piston) is denoted by
z = s(t). The Equations (23—24) become (dropping tildes)

o + (aw), =0, (@w,), = g'a. (31)
Here
nazsz
* = 2
g i (32)

measures the relative importance of the weight of the briquettes themselves compared to that
of M.

The origin forz is chosen to be the bottom of the cylinder. The initial condition for (31)
is that the void fraction is specified at= 0 when moving top of the experiment issa&= 1.
We must also haver = 0 onz = 0. To determine the unknown boundary) evidently we
must havew = s whenz = s. In addition to this, the load is known. Since the effect of the
load is communicated to the briquette column by the briquettes themselves, the (dimensional)
pressure on the moving top is

Mg
amra?’
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This must equal 2sw,, and the final (non-dimensional) boundary conditions thus become

o = o, t=0,

w=0 z=0,

. (33)
aw, =-1, w=s, z=s5,
s=1 1=0

The unsteady, nonlinear free-boundary problem (31), (33) may be solved explicitly, (see
Appendix), giving

a = [ao(l+g"1) +11e ¢,

ag(e8 % — 1) 1 g (ao(l—i- g + t> . (34)

= — E, S = — IO
g [ag(1+ g*t) +1] ¢t gt ag 4+t

As noted in Section 2, this solution must eventually become invalid. (For example anhén
the void fractionw increases indefinitely.) hence there is a shift to regime 1l whegaches
a., which occurs first at = 0, r = 7., where

;= o, — 0o
CT 14 apg
Fort > t. we introduce a second free boundary= [(¢) such that we have Regime | in

z >l and Regime Ilirg < . The new free-boundary problem that results is (31)4nz < s,
with the additional boundary conditions

w=0 z=I,
(35)
aw, =-1lw=s, z=s,
[=0, =t
This problem can also be solved in closed form, giving
— o+ (14 agg™t — a g%zt
a=ozcexp<ao o + (1 + aog”) gZ>’
o
1+ agg® 1 z o o, —og— (L4 opg™t — . g%zt

YTy ff_ *tz_;+a thexp< o aog) : )’

8 8 c8 c (36)

1+ apg” e — 1 o
s = Yog ¢ a0+ Iog( >

o.g* o g*t g*t oag+t
,_ Ataog —1)
o8t ’

Notice that after time; = o, — ap, we haves = [. At this pointa = o, everywhere and the
process stops.
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Figure 3. Paste volume fractiom versus height for
increasing values of time Hereg* = 2, ag = 0-45,
o, = 0.91.

s(t)

Figure 4. Free boundaries = s(¢) andz = 1(¢)
versus timer. Hereg* = 2, a9 = 045, a, =
0.91.

Figure 5. Paste volume fractioa versus height for Figure 6. Free boundaries = s(r) andz = [(¢)
increasing values of time Hereg* = 0-34,¢g = versus time. Hereg* = 0.34, a9 = 045, ¢ =
0-45,a, = 0-91. 0-91.

In Figure 3 we have plotted the void fractionagainstz for increasing values af, using the
parameterg® = 2, ag = 0-45 andw, = 0-91. With these values = 0-242, and indeed for
t > 0-242, we observe a region neae= 0 in whicha = «.. The process stops with = «,
everywhere after time. —ag = 0-46. The two free boundariesr) andi(r) are plotted against
t in Figure 4 for the same parameter regime.

Although the behaviour fog* = 2 illustrates the general features of the free-boundary
movement well, for the experimegt: is actually about 4. Physically this means that the
massM is about three times heavier than the paste itself. Weopbjainstz in Figure 5 and
s and!/ againstr in Figure 6 for this parameter regime. With this fairly small valuestfa
remains nearly spatially uniform asncreases. A consequence of this is that 0-399 and
the final timea, — ap = 0-46 are nearly equal, and so the free boundaiges very rapidly
to meets. This suggests that, under experimental conditions where heavily loaded pistons are
used, we obtain a reasonable approximation by sefting- 0. This simplifies the problem
considerably, sincKr) may then be neglected completely.

3.2.1. Temperature-dependent viscosity
The analysis carried out thus far might be expected to apply to the final stages of the experi-
ment, when the temperature, and hence the viscosity, of the paste has become uniform. Alter-
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natively, it may be regarded as relevant to an experiment where the briquettes are ‘preheated’
to the oven temperature before they are squashed by the piston. If the Elkem experiment is to
be properly simulated, however, then account must be taken of initial stages, where changes
in viscosity of the slowly heated paste are important. In general, we expect that both the
temperature and the paste fraction will be functierendz, but this complicates matters to

the extent that a purely numerical solution is required. Great simplifications occur, however, if
we assume that the cylinder is heated uniformly and insulated at its top and bottom, and infer
from this that the temperature is independent.ofSince the motion of the paste depends
upon the temperature through the viscosity, it cannot be the case that the temperature depends
only onr, whilst the paste fraction depends only upoiVe nevertheless proceed under these
assumptions, ignoring that fact that it will not be possible to impose the full no-slip condition
on the boundary of the experimental cylinder.) Averaging across the cross-section to obtain a
one-dimensional model as before, we obtain

o + (aw), =0, Ra(aw,), = g*a, (37)

where i, is a function only ofz. A typical value of the paste viscositw(,, say, is used
to nondimensionalisgi,, and in the nondimensionalisaticansatz(30) for w and¢. The
boundary conditions are

oa=ay =0,

w=0 z=0, (38)
moow, =—=1, w=s, z=szv,
s=1 =0

Using the methods described in the Appendix, we first solve (37) with boundary conditions
(38) to yield

o = (g + (1+ apg™) F) exp(—g* Fz),

aoF (exp(g*Fz) — 1) Fz 1 ag+ (14 g*ao) F
= - —, s = log ., (39
g F%(ag+ 1+ g*tag)F) F g*F ag+ F
where now

F) = /’ dr’
~Jo a2t
andg* is as defined previously in (32). This solution is valid only uatiteachesy,., which

happens first at = 0, r = 7. where

e — Qg

F(i.) = [

Forr > t. we need to introduce another free boundary and solve (37) in the rEgjoa z <
s(t) with the boundary conditions

oa=a., z=I0),
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w=0, z=I(),
to(Haw, =-1, w=3s, z=s,
=0 t=t.

The solution is given by

1 *ag) F' — .
«—a exp<( +g*ag)F + g — o —g*Fz>,
(022
F oa () - 1 1
w = — | —— — ,
g*F? g A No  «
1 c — Q0 (028 (0%
= 1 *og — — | ,
s g*ac<+gao F +F g( o+F>)
1 . —
| = (1 + g%ag — ¢ aO) . (40)
gra, F

The whole process stops with= o, andw = 0 everywhere when= ¢, where
F(ty) = a. — ap.

As noted above, there may be future interest in conducting experiments with a heavier
piston. Under circumstances when the right-hand side of the second equation of (37) may be
neglected, (37) with boundary conditions (38) has the particularly simple solution

FZ (640]
— , § = —.
oo+ F oo+ F(1)

oa=ag+ F(@), w =

Now that gravity has been neglected in the momentum equaticgmains spatially uniform.
Thus whenu reachesr,, it does so over the whole cylinder simultaneously. This simplifies
matters greatly as a second free boundary does not have to be introduced.

To make realistic comparisons with experimental data, all that remains to be determined is
2(1). To do this we must consider the heat flow into the cylinder.

3.3. HEAT FLOW

To determine the paste viscosity as the experiment progresses, we must solve (25). Normally
this will give rise to a convection-diffusion equation that must be solved numerically. How-
ever, under the assumptions discussed above (namely that the cylinder is heated uniformly
and insulated at its top and bottom, so that the temperature is independewhaét the flow

is one-dimensional) the problem may be solved in closed form. We have (assuming that the
density, thermal conductivity and specific heat are constant)

ko

(aT); + V- (awkT) = V- (aVT) (42)

P2Cp2
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and thus

ko 1
TZt = _(rTZr)r
P2Cpo T

with boundary conditions
T, =Ty attr=0, T, = h(T> — Tf) onr =a, (42)

whereh is a heat-transfer coefficient (dimensions /m) which will depend on the type of
convection (for example, whether fans are used or natural convection dominates) present in
the oven. In the experiment, the diameter of the cylinder is 17 cm andathas8-5 cm.
Taking Ty to be room temperature (say °Z) andT; as the oven temperature E@) we
nondimensionalise as follows

- pch2a2~

r = ar, t = Tt, =T+ (To - Tf)T, (43)
2

so that the problem becomes, on dropping the tildes,
T,
Ii=T1T,+—, T=1 attr=0, T,=HT onr=1, (44)
r

whereH = ah < 0. The thermal conductivity and specific heat of raw paste are given in [1]
ask, = 2:5 W/m/K andc,, = 900 J/kg/K, respectively. If a raw paste density of 1570 Kg/m
is used, the time scale implied by (43) is thus abodtHours. We note first that this seems
well in line with the experimental results and, second, that it is not possible to simplify the
equations further by making the heat-flow problem quasi-steady.

The solution of (44) is

>\ —2H it
T — JO(rzpk) €k ’ (45)
= (H?+ pp)Jo(pe)

wherep,(k = 0,1, 2...) are the zeroes of

pJi(p) + HJo(p) = 0.

WhenH is small (the values of most practical interest), the first root is given by

NZ) 5.2
Pom 8 384

For largek, the roots are distributed according to

(3+8H) (3+8H)
8k 327 k?
an approximation that gives remarkably good results, even for modest valueqTfo-

decimal-place accuracy is obtained, even when1 for say H= —1.) The temperature may
now be averaged across a cross-section, giving

(—H)¥? + (—H)*?+ O((-H)"?), (H — 0).

pr ~ mw(k+1/4) — + 0k,

o0

i 4H? e pit
(T) = 2/ Trdr=y —— (46)
0 ,;; PE(H? + p?)
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so that in dimensional variables

> 4a’h? plkot
(T) =T+ (To— Ty) ———————em(— k >. (47)
! ! ,g; pi(@?h? + pg)

Now that the temperature has been determined, we must give some thought to the viscosity
that will be used to predict the experimental results. Paste viscosity was measured for a range
of thermal conditions by Tarklep [5]. Using his results and after discussion with Elkem, we
feel that a good approximation for paste viscosity at temperatures between 50 a@dis50
given by an Arrhenius-type law. An extra complication arises as to the exact nature of the
constants appearing in the Arrhenius law, for the viscosity of the paste used in the Elkem
experiment is at present proprietary information. All that may be assumed is that the paste has
aviscosity of 18 Pa s at 150C and is ‘similar to anode paste, but less temperature dependent’.

In normal circumstances the viscosity of paste depends quite strongly on the amount of coke
contained in the paste, but, using the given (incomplete) data in conjunction with Tarklep’s
results, we propose a paste viscosity law given by

9834
o = 0-80081x 107° exp(T> , (48)

where i, is given in Pa s and the temperature in Kelvin. This formula assumes that the
viscosity at 75C is 1.5 x 10° Pa s (a result that may be in error, but is at least roughly correct)
and thus predicts a viscosity of 22508 Pa s at the experimental steady state temperature of
100°C, as well as a viscosity of #@Pa s at 150C. Obviously this formula should be treated

as approximate and may require updating if fuller details of the paste viscosity are revealed.

3.4. COMPARISONS WITH EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

In order to compare with the tests performed at Elkem, the height of the piston during the
experiment must be related to the effective density of the paste/air mixture. We define the
mixture densityp,, by

pom = apz+ (L—a)py (49)

and note that, since the amount of paste in the experimental apparatus is conserved (unlike the
air, which escapes during the experiment), we have, when the piston is at asheight

/Pza=c
0

whereC is constant. Consideration of the conditions at the start of the experiment now shows
thatC = Lp,ap. Integrating (49) between 0 ancand assuming that,, is constant in space,
we then have

LO{O
Pm = p1+ T(pZ - /01)

Since in the experiment being analysed p, is less than 16, we simply use

La
Pm = SOIOZ (50)
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Figure 7. Comparison between theory and experimental data (symbols); constant viscosity (dashed line),
temperature-dependent viscosity (solid line).

for comparison purposes.

Figure 7 shows comparisons between theoretical and experimental results. The symbols
denote the results from two experiments, the density having been inferred from the position
of the piston using (50). We have plotted the broken line, using the constant-viscosity one-
dimensional model, the viscosity at 2@(see above) having been used. As expected, the rise
is much too sharp in comparison with the experimental results. We have plotted the solid line,
using (47), (39) and (40); the heat-transfer coefficient used in (44) was takénso0-0-05
(at the lower end of the range suggested by Kakac and Yener [6], and in line with other
quoted values) and the relevant values.@ndz, were 7624 and 8231 seconds, respectively,
showing that regime Il persists for only a relatively short time in this case (a result consistent
with the conclusions of Figures 5 and 6). The inclusion of the slower rise in temperature gives
results that are in much better agreement with the experimental data and shows that, as might
be expected, variations in viscosity must be taken into account if accurate predictions are
required. Allowing for the variations in the experimental data and the uncertainties concerning
the viscosity discussed above, we conclude that the model is performing well. Agreement is
not perfect, however. There are a number of possible reasons for this, apart from the sensitivity
of (48) mentioned above. These include

e The thermal conductivity of paste has been used. In the early stages of the process
the experimental apparatus also contains some air, which has a much lower thermal
conductivity. Averages should really be used for the thermal conductivity (and possibly
other thermal variables as well).

e For simplicity it has been assumed that the temperature in the experiment is determined
by (37). As noted in Section 2, more consideration of the role of the pressure terms in the
energy equation may be required.

e It is not absolutely clear how the experiment is begun. If the oven is switched on at
the start of the process, then presumably some heating time is required before a uniform
temperature is reached.

e It may be unrealistic to assume that the ends of the experimental apparatus are thermally
insulated.
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Figure 8. Schematic details of Persson and Bruff electrode designs.

e There is an inherent assumption in the model that, although the temperature varies with
r and not withz, the void fraction of paste varies with but not withr. This is obviously
unrealistic.

4. Alternative electrodes for silicon production

Although the main aim of this study is to examine the paste melting experiment, it is also
valuable to consider briefly how the theory may be applied to a range of full-scale electrodes.
Although detailed calculations will inevitably be of a numerical nature, we seek to establish
the key parameters and time scales for a range of industrial electrodes.

Since the early part of this century, the Sgderberg electrode has been the only continuous
self-baking electrode available for calcium carbide and ferroalloy production. Although many
technical advances have taken place to allow increases in size and efficiency, the basic design
has remained almost unchanged since the first Sgderberg electrode was used in 1919. For
processes (manufacture of calcium carbide, ferroalloys, for instance) where the product may
contain some iron, there is still no alternative to the Sgderberg electrode. The fins and casing
of the electrode typically introduce somel910% iron into the end product. If silicon were
to be the end product, then about 1% iron would be introduced, an unacceptably high level.
Until recently, therefore, the only possibility was to use a conventional pre-baked electrode
element. In recent years, however, a number of new types of electrode have been proposed
with silicon production in mind. Two new designs that have attracted particular interest have
become known, after their originators, as the ‘Persson’ and ‘Bruff’ electrodes.

In the Persson design, a central graphite carbon core is surrounded by paste in a stationary
casing. A set of supports holds the core section in place and allows it to slip. During process-
ing, the core is fused into the paste as it is carbonised. The great advantage of this design is
that, unlike the Sgderberg system where the metal electrode casing is present during the whole
process and is consumed in the furnace together with the electrode, here the emerging carbon
has no case. This is crucial for the production of silicon where the presence and subsequent
consumption of the metal electrode casing might otherwise introduce too much iron into the
furnace.

The Bruff electrode uses a specialised heating zone to melt and bake the paste. Heat is
provided by propane burners and some of hydrocarbons that escape from the baking paste
are also used to power the process. Once again, the main purpose of this arrangement is to
produce a caseless electrode.



370 A.D. Fittand P. D. Howell

Space does not permit a full description of the details and advantages of these new types of
electrode, but more information may be found in [7] and [8] where many additional advantages
are claimed for the new designs. Figure 8 gives schematic details of both electrodes.

For both electrodes, the questions that must be answered are similar to those relevant to
the experiment. For example, is it possible to identify circumstances under which too much
air will be ‘baked in’ to the final product? Also, what are the requirements in terms of time or
electrode length for the proper outflow of briquettes?

5. The Persson electrode

5.1. THE FULL PROBLEM

Using the theory developed above, we may propose equations for the full problem in a Pers-
son electrode. Three separate regions have to be included, for as well as the graphite core a
‘baking’ and a ‘baked’ region must be introduced for different paste conditions. As well as
the temperature, the paste velocity, void fraction and electric potential must be determined.
For the sort of Persson electrode currently in use, we obtain an unsteady two-dimensional
cylindrically symmetric problem. (For full details see [9].) Though complicated, the resulting
eqguations are not nearly so formidable to solve numerically as the full two-phase flow/heating
problem that would have resulted if the simplifications detailed above had not taken place.
If the development of a sophisticated predictive tool was required for the analysis of Persson
electrode paste melting and baking, then it seems likely that a model similar to this could
be used. For the present, however, we do not consider this full model further, but content
ourselves with analysing some simplified cases.

5.2. TIME SCALES FOR AIR EXPULSION IN THE ELECTRODE

From the models already developed it is clear how the time scale for paste melting and baking
in the Persson electrode may be determined. The #irfex pore closure is given essentially
by a balance between gravity and viscosity, so that

n2
p28U"

tc ~

This corresponds to a distance down the electrode of

U
Le ~ laldl
P28

If U = 0.5 m/day ~6 x 10°® m/s, p, ~ 10° kg/m*® andu, ~ 10" Pa s (the exponent
varying say between 3 and 8 to allow for temperature dependence) then

LC ~ 1(7’/2_5111.
Hence so long ag, < 10'° Pa s, (almost certainly the case in practice) all the air that is going

to escape will do so within about 1 metre. This indicates that regime Il applies everywhere
except in a small region near to the top of the electrode. This result is in stark contrast to the



The manufacture of continuous smelting electrodes from carbon-paste briqugittes

experiment where regime | is normally the dominant one. One way of interpreting this result
is to conclude that the experiment could be made more practically relevant by increasing the
value ofg*. Indeed, it is possible that ‘scaling up’ results of this short may turn out to be the
most important modelling conclusions from a practical point of view.

5.3. ONE-DIMENSIONAL MODEL

We use a one-dimensional approximation for the fluid mechanics in the electrode equivalent to
that used to model the experiment in Section 3.2. We nondimensionalise the vertical velocity
componentw with the electrode velocity/ = 0-5 meters per day 6 x 107 m sec?, and

the vertical distance with the characteristic length scale

[2M,U
L= Gl (51)
028

whereM;, is a typical value of the temperature-dependent paste visgosity
We seek a steady state so that the equations of motion reduce to

aw=-0,  (low);=a, (52)

whereQ, the flux of paste, is a constant, as yet unknown. At the:tepO of the electrode the
stress is assumed to be zero and the void fractigmprescribed, so that

a(0) = «p, w,(0) = 0. (53)

At some pointz = —b say, the paste becomes baked solid and is therefore constrained to
move with the imposed electrode spdédThus

w(—b) = —1. (54)

The boundary conditions (53—-54) enable us in principle to solve the second-order ordinary
differential equation (52b) and then to find the constanto do so, however, we need to know
the functional form ofi2(z), which in general entails solving the coupled electrical and heat-
transfer problems. Some insight into the behaviour to be expected is gained by considering the
following simplified case. Suppose that the briquettes remain solid at the top of the electrode
until they reach a point = —m where they melt. Thereafter they have a constant viscosity
until they reach the baking poiat= —b, at which point they become solid once more. The
problem then reduces to

a=-0/w, w(w,/w), =1, —-b <z <—m,
w,=-m, o=ay z=-m, (55)

w=-1 z=-b,

the length of the melting zone being given by= b — m. The form of the solution of (55)
depends on the relative sizes/afnd the lengthn of the unmelted zone. Far > [ + /2,

; (z+b) sinh D
sink? (D + CHLEME )

sint? D

: (56)

w=—
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where the constar® is the unique strictly positive solution of
sinh(2D + +/2 sinh D) = ~/2m sinh D. (57)
For 0< m < [ + /2, the solution is

coL (D _ (z+h) cosD)

2
_ , 58
w cog D (58)
whereD satisfies
sin2D — /21 cos D) = ~/2m cos D. (59)

For the solution to be bounded must lie in the rangeD* < D < /2, whereD* is the
unique root in0, r /2] of

V2D*secD* =1, (60)

andD = D* corresponds taz = 0. With D constrained to lie ifiD*, 7 /2), (59) has a unique
solution. Finally, in the special case= [ + +/2, the solution is simply

we— <1+ (Z:/L;)f. (61)

The main item of interest as far as the practical electrode production process is concerned
is of course the ‘baked-in’ volume fractian, which determines whether or not the briquette-
produced electrode is of sufficient strength and electrical conductivity. This is given by

% _ —w(—m). (62)
o

D may be eliminated from this expression to obtain a relationship betwgfen and the two
parameters andm:

20
l = form < | —, (63)

2

—1 [mq H T R e mea
cosh 5, — Sinh o ( S 1) 20,
| = form > |—, (64)
o

2
z:ﬁ(/%—l form = |22 (65)
[(640) 0
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Figure 9. Baked-in paste volume fractiag, versus Figure 10. Critical lengthl, of the melted zone,
length of the melted zong for various values of the above which the maximum possible paste volume
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dotted line shows point of transition between the
two different solutions.

On physical grounds, we anticipate that the baked-in volume fraetjoshould be an
increasing function of botln (which is effectively the weight pushing down on the melted
zone) and the length of the melted zdnélowever, the expressions (63)—(65) are only valid
for a;, < o, Wherea, is the maximum possible value afdefined earlier. Itx reachesy, at
any point in the electrode (above the baking zone), then it remains at that value thereafter. We
denote byl the critical value of such thaty, first equalsx. at/ = I.. Then, ifl is increased
pastl., (63)—(65) cease to apply ang simply remains at the value..

We plota,, against in Figure 9, for various values af, using the parameter valuag =
05 and o = 0-9. In order to maximise the strength of the baked electrode, it is desirable to
makeq,, as large as possible. In order to do so, one should ensurk that, so thaty, is at
its maximum value o&,.. We plot/. versusn in Figure 10, for the same values @f andc,.

The dotted line shows the transition between solutions (63) and (64).

Because of the gross simplifying assumptions made regarding the viscosity, the results of
this simple model of the Persson electrode should be regarded as merely qualitative. Neverthe-
less, they provide some insight into the process of manufacturing briquette-charged electrodes.

6. Conclusions and discussion

The theory developed above has shown that the briquette-squashing experiment may be mod-
elled successfully using the two-phase slow flow equations. More data is required regarding
the effects of temperature variation, but the agreement between the predictions and the exper-
imental results is encouraging. Whilst our consideration of the future for briquette-charged
Persson and Bruff electrodes is incomplete, it has been shown that it is possible to determine
most of the qualitative details of the processes. Although numerical work is required for real
electrodes, there seems to be no reason why the development of practical predictive tools
should not be possible in the near future. In particular, it should be stressed that a careful
two-phase flow approach is necessary, since by formulating the models carefully from first
principles the approximations inherent in the equations can be clearly enunciated.
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In both the experimental and industrial cases analysis has shown that a number of different
regimes will probably be present. Different problems must be solved in each regime. The
regimes considered above actually represent a simplification of the real situation, since no
account has been taken so far of what happens in the final stages of the briquette recharging of
electrodes when the pores in the melting paste close and air can no longer escape. This is likely
to lead to complicated and involved modelling, but is probably unlikely to affect predictions
materially. In any case, the important time scales for both the experiment and the industrial
electrode may be obtained.

Whilst little attention has been given to the Bruff electrode, where the paste is melted
and baked by heating provided by propane burners and the combustion of escaping paste
hydrocarbons, it is clear that an inherent optimisation problem arises. If the heaters are not
hot enough then an electrode with low strength and electrical conductivity will be produced.
However, if the temperature of the heaters is too high, not only will energy be wasted, but there
is a danger of creating ‘baked in’ voids in the electrode. A model similar to that developed for
the Persson electrode may well prove to be an important manufacturing optimisation tool if
briquette charging is to be used for electrode replenishment.

Finally, we anticipate that the feasibility of briquette charging for other electrode designs
could be analysed, using techniques similar to those developed here.

Appendix: Solution of free-boundary problems
Consider the system of partial differential equations
o + (@w), =0, (aw,), = g'a, (A1)

with boundary conditions

o = ap, s=1 1t=0,
w=0 z=0, (A2)
aw, = —1, w=gs, z=s(0).

Here the initial volume fractiony is a given constant. Interestingly,gdf is negative, the same
free-boundary problem governs the extension under gravity of a fibre gwibntified with
the cross-sectional area) or two-dimensioan| sheet (wiitientified with the thickness) of
viscous liquid — see for example [10]. In such an application, the boundary condition (A2,c)
on z = s(t) corresponds to a compressive force applied to the free ewgdsirface ten-
sion). The more general case in whigls spatially nonuniform initially and (A2,c) becomes
[ow.].—s¢) = f(¢) is also readily tackled by the methods shown below.

We transform to Lagrangian variables defined Miar) — (&, ) where

0Z (€&,
PED w260 =k (A3)

z=7Z(,7), t=r,
Once (Al,a) is transformed according to (A3), it may be integrated once to give

O{Zg = . (A4)
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Using (A4), we may reduce (Al,b) to

g = —g o, (A5)
and hence
a=ag+ gfat(1— &) + 1. (AB6)

Finally, substituting (A6) in (A4) and integrating, we obtain

. § O[odf/
Z&0 _/o ao+ gragr(l— &)+ (A7)

In general, combining (A6) and (A7) gives a parametric descriptiom & function ofz for
eachr. From this we can also deduce the length

s(t)=Z@1,1). (A8)

Since in our casegy = const, (A7) is easily inverted to givé as a function ot and¢, and
thus explicit formulae for (z, ) ands(r) are obtained.

The solution (A6) allowsy to grow without bound. We suppose that this continues until
o reaches some critical value, after whicha remains at that value and the paste ceases to
flow. Since we have takemy = const, this must first occur at = 0, r = ¢, where

/= o, — O
c — 1 + Ozog* .
(For arbitrary spatially-varyingy, the situation is potentially much more complicated, since

it is possible for ‘pockets’ in whickk = «. to open up in the interior of the fluid domain.) For
t > t., the boundary condition (A2,b) is replaced by

o =a, w =0, z=1(1),
with also the conditions (A2,c) on= s(z).

The Equation (A6) forx remains valid so long as the paste continues to flow. The critical
valuea = a. occurs at€ = A(t), where

A+ g*ag)t — (ot — )

A(T) =
g*aoT
Now the general form foZ is

O[odf/
ap+ grapr(1— &) + T

3
Z(. 1) = Zo(r) + fo

The functionZ, is determined from the initial-value problem

Zo:(M(1),T) = 0, Zo(t,) = 0. (A9)
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Then, as before, we have a parametric description af a function oz which is readily
inverted to givex(z, r) explicitly.

For the case of temporally-varying viscosity, we simply note that the equations and bound-
ary conditions are reduced to those for constant viscosity after the transformation

t !
= F(t) = / 9 = w. (A10)
o M2(t)
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